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	Climate Change: 
· 8.5%: amount the UK has reduced CO2 emissions from 1990, according to the Department of Energy and Climate Change (12.8% if including carbon offset purchases). The UK has pledged to make a 20% reduction by the year 2010, so there’s still plenty of work to do. 

· 8.8 million: metric tons of CO2 avoided by US agriculture due to reduced tillage practices from 1990-2004. A recent study by Oak Ridge National Lab examines county-by-county greenhouse gas emissions from crop production, and provides a method to track these emissions through time.  

· 1000: years that climate impacts will be irreversible after CO2 levels peak, according to a recent study by Susan Solomon et al. in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
Climate Change: By the Numbers – Cont.

· 3.75: pounds of CO2 emitted during the production of one half-gallon of Tropicana orange juice.  Pepsi-Co, the owner of Tropicana, completed a study to track greenhouse gas emissions from its product chain. The New York Times ran a full article on this study, which yielded some surprising results.   
·  73,000 to 144,000: the number of 5-MW wind turbines the US would need to replace all 2007 on-road vehicles with battery-powered electric vehicles.  This study by Stanford professor Mark Jacobsen found that wind power represented the best option among renewable energy sources.  This study compared 9 electric power sources and 2 liquid fuel options, using a set of 11 criteria.  You can download the full study for free online.  
· 97, 64, 47: percent of climatologists, meteorologists, and petroleum geologists (respectively) who agree that human activity has been a significant factor in changing global mean temperatures.  This is according to a recent survey of 3,146 earth scientists.  
Required Reading 

Doing Business in a New Climate 


The David Suzuki Foundation has released an excellent guide for business owners and managers on measuring, reducing and offsetting greenhouse gas emissions.   Reducing emissions not only saves money through reduced fuel and energy use, but also by motivating employees, enhancing brands, and boosting competitive advantage.  Download the report for free at the link above. 
Solutions for the first 100 days
Take a break from reading and watch this 45-minute webcast, produced by Professor Eban Goodstein and the National Wildlife Federation.  This video explains why the first 100 days of the Obama administration is a critical window for climate action, and provides concrete actions we can take to stabilize the climate.

Greenhouse gas emissions for the USA and China – a dazzling presentation
From Hans Rosling and Gapminder.com, this is a statistics presentation like no other.  This 4-minute video clip shows global trends for per-capita income and per-capita CO2 emissions, with a focus on the US and China.  
	ClearSky Climate Solutions – Full Speed Ahead in 2009
Welcome to the January/ February 2009 edition of the ClearSky Climate Solutions Newsletter.  This quarterly bulletin is designed to help keep you informed of the latest action at ClearSky as well as provide climate change news and information from the USA and around the world.  

Recent Happenings at ClearSky:

We hit the ground running in 2009, already completing carbon footprint assessments for a climate-neutral conference, a climate-neutral office building, and a climate-neutral music festival.   In addition, we’ve submitted an application to the Hyundai Climate Grants program for development of an innovative avoided deforestation project in the Solomon Islands.  
There are many interesting projects under way, so keep up with ClearSky at our News Page online! 
Climate Change in the News
Click on the headlines below to get the full story. 
US Office of Ecosystem Services and Markets


A new office within the US Federal government will likely take a lead role in encouraging forestry and land-use practices that sequester CO2 and provide other vital ecosystem services.  The creation of the Office of Ecosystem Services and Markets was announced in December 2008, and it will be located within the US Department of Agriculture.  The first priority of the OESM will be to develop standard techniques for reliably measuring carbon emissions and sequestration due to a variety of land-use practices.  You can read more about the OESM in this article from the Christian Science Monitor.   
Climate Change in the News – Cont.

Keep tabs on the US Congressional Offices
Rep. Henry Waxman (D-California) is the new Chairperson of the Committee on Energy and Commerce in the House of Representatives, and he has set an ambitious goal of May 2009 for producing a climate change legislation bill in his committee.  On the other side of the legislature, Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-California) is the Chairperson of the Environment and Public Works Committee and has also declared that a climate change bill will appear before next winter’s international climate change negotiations in Copenhagen.  Follow the action in these two committees at the following links: Committee on Energy and Commerce and Environment and Public Works. 

What you eat affects the climate more than where your food comes from 
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Researchers from Carnegie Mellon have concluded that dietary choice has a much greater influence on a household’s greenhouse gas emissions than food-miles, the popular measure of how far food travels to your door.  Locally-produced food certainly does reduce GHG emissions, but switching from red meat and dairy products to chicken, fish, and vegetables yields a substantially greater impact.  For example, switching from a typical American diet to a vegetarian diet just one day per week yields the same GHG emissions reduction as switching to an entirely local diet.  
[image: image5.jpg]



Global economic conditions slow down the Voluntary Carbon Market
The international Voluntary Carbon Market has witnessed impressive growth over the past few years, but it appears that the financial slowdown during the winter of 2008-2009 has put a slight damper on carbon credit sales.  High-quality certification standards such as the VCS, Gold Standard, and CCAR continue to command a higher price, but these prices have declined due to reduced demand.  This lull will likely vanish as US Federal action on climate change takes shape, because the Voluntary Carbon Market is in limbo while the US decides on a national strategy to mitigate greenhouse gases.  
ClearSky Corner: Getting to Know You
Here’s something else you might not know about the ClearSky team – we have worked in over 30 countries around the world (in green below).  Hopefully, we’ll see a few more in 2009! 
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Looking back

If you’d like to access any of the previous ClearSky E-Newsletters, you can find them all at our website: www.clearskyclimatesolutions.com/newsletter.html
Looking ahead
If there’s a topic or question you’d like to see us cover in one of our newsletters, just let us know!  You can reach us by email at: info@clearskyclimatesolutions.com 
Thanks for reading, and stay tuned for the next ClearSky E-Newsletter!
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