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e 80%: the proportion of
Australia’s population
that lives in coastal areas.
Their Parliamentary
Climate Change
Committee has released a
report recommending that
the country start planning
for rising sea levels. Read
more here.

200,541: the number of
square miles in Alaska to
be set aside as critical
habitat for polar bears,
according to recently

announced plans by the

US Department of the
Interior.

$0.05: the cost to offset
the greenhouse gas
emissions for a typical
UPS ground shipment.
UPS recently unveiled its
climate-neutral shipping
program, which gives
customers the option to
mitigate the emissions
from delivering packages.

20: ft below sea-level of a
recent cabinet meeting
held by the Maldives
government. Read more
about their headline-

making underwater stunt.
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Global anticipation, local progress!

Welcome to the November 2009 edition of the ClearSky Climate Solutions
Newsletter. This quarterly bulletin is designed to help keep you informed of
the latest action at ClearSky as well as provide climate change news and
information from the USA and around the world.

Recent Happenings at ClearSky:

As the world eagerly awaits the UN climate
negotiations this December in Copenhagen,
ClearSky has been making news in our own
backyard. This November, ClearSky reached an
agreement with Huls Dairy (Corvallis, MT) to help the dairy generate carbon
offsets from Montana’s very first agricultural methane digester! We're
excited to partner with a great local business, and pleased to work with the
Huls family to provide a model for the new green economy. Huls Dairy has
been in operation since 1908, and was recently featured in Jared Diamond’s
book Collapse. You can learn more about the dairy’s methane digester here,
and follow the ClearSky webpage for more updates on this project.

Other ClearSky projects this fall included:

- Participating in Peter Greenberg’s nationally-aired radio program on
sustainable travel efforts,

- Speaking at events hosted by the Montana World Affairs Council and the
University of Montana’s Climate Action Now! group,

- Completing a corporate Greenhouse Gas Assessment for an international
commercial production company based in Argentina, and

- Meeting with Native American forestry programs about generating
carbon offsets on Tribal land.

As always, the best way to keep up with ClearSky is at our News Page online!
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e 22: number of months it
took for an EPA report
regarding greenhouse gas
emissions to be released.
In December 2007, the
Bush administration
suppressed the report that
found GHGs endanger
human health and should
be regulated under the
Clean Air Act. The
Obama administration
released the report in
October. Read more here.

230: number of airlines in
the International Air
Transport Association.

At their most recent
meeting, the IATA
members set several
ambitious climate goals,

including carbon-neutral
growth after 2020 and a
50% reduction in GHGs
by 2050. Read the Wall

Street Journal piece on
the IATA’s aims.

9%: reduction in US CO,
emissions from burning
fossil fuels since 2007,

according to the Earth

Policy Institute. EPI
researcher Lester Brown

admits that some of this
decline is due to the
recession, but notes that
energy efficiency up-
grades and conversion to
natural gas, wind, and
solar energy have started
the USA on a sharply
declining path. This is
encouraging news as the
US sets national targets in
the months ahead.

Climate Change in the News

Click on the headlines and links below to get the full story
US climate bill grinds its way through the Senate

The US Senate is beginning to address
potential climate change legislation this
month, with the Environment and Public
Works committee beginning debate this

week. The bill in question is the Clean Energy
Jobsand American Power Aatrhich mirrors
the bill passed in the House of

Representatives earlier this year. You can get
the full text of the bill and clear summaries at
the Pew Center on Global Climate Change website. Senate Republicans seem
to be unwilling to debate without further analysis of the economic impacts of
the legislation, going so far as to remain absent during the start of the
committee proceedings. This is sure to be a controversial process, with two
interesting external influences: President Obama has already shown
willingness to regulate greenhouse gases under EPA authority, and the United
Nations meetings in December will be focused on developing an international
agreement to combat global climate change.

US Senators James Inhofe (R-OK) and
Barbara Boxer (D-CA) — key players in the
climate bill negotiations

First calories, now carbon: Climate change labeling hits Swedish markets

The Swedish National Food Administration has recently come out with new
labeling guidelines to list the global warming impact of food items from
vegetables to meat to cereal. To implement these rules, it’s necessary to
account for the energy involved in producing and transporting food. This can
get complicated quickly when determining what type of soil a crop was grown
in, what a cow was fed, or how a product was delivered from A to B. Still, the
program is a pioneering first step, and has already raised a lot of attention
throughout Europe. Read more here.

Gl Joe preparing for climate change, too

Why should the military be concerned with global climate
change? Several recent reports and news stories spell it out
clearly. Climate change could be a severe destabilizing
factor in regions like the Middle East, Africa, and Southern
Asia. Pressures from food and water shortages, displaced
populations, and natural disasters could fuel on-going
disputes or ignite new ones. Add the threat of disease outbreaks, and you can
see why military advisors are paying attention. You can listen to a full audio
recording of a recent event at the Brookings Institute called The Role of the
Military in Climate Change and Security that covers these topics in detail.
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The UK has released an
interactive map showing
expected consequences of a
7°F rise in global mean
temperatures. The map lets
users explore changes all
over the globe, from forest
fires in the USA to water
availability in Chad.

The 4™ installment of the
Plan B series from the
Earth Policy Institute and
Lester Brown, this book
offers a clear-eyed look at
the challenges facing our
world and the immense
potential for solutions to
these problems. Those of
you new to the Plan B
series will be dismayed at
first, and then inspired.
Regular followers will
appreciate the updated
statistics for 2009. This
version is even available as
a free PDF download!

Tim Jackson, an advisor on
sustainability for the UK
government, has written a
book sure to make waves in
a post-recession global
economy. This book raises
tough questions about the
value of continued
economic growth in the
developed world, and how
we might get off the
treadmill.

ClearSky Corner: Linking climate and
population ¢ a hot debate

The connections between a growing population and a warming planet

How strongly does global population influence
global climate change? What does the answer to
this question mean in real terms? These
guestions, and their various responses, were
popular topics this fall. At an October meeting
hosted by the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars, New York Timesolumnist
Andrew Revkin invigorated the discussion by
posing rhetorical questions about whether
people should be able to earn carbon offsets by
having smaller families. His statements set off a
flurry of responses and discussions, from conservatives and liberals alike. We
suggest you visit Revkin’s blog page: Dot Earth for a good recap, as well as links
to several of the responses provoked by his statements. Also, a study released
by the International Institute for Environment and Development found that
first-world consumption is driving the climate crisis, rather than population
growth in developing countries. As previously recommended in this
newsletter, two video presentations by Hans Rosling at Gapminder.com are
excellent investigations on climate and population issues.

Looking back

If you’d like to access any of the previous ClearSky E-Newsletters, you can find
them all at our website: www.clearskyclimatesolutions.com/newsletter.html

Looking ahead

If there’s a topic or question you’d like to see us cover in one of our
newsletters, just let us know! You can reach us by email at:
info@clearskyclimatesolutions.com

Thanks for reading, and stay tuned for the next ClearSky E-Newsletter!

ClearSky
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