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	Climate Change: 
By the Numbers

· 28: states in the USA that have enacted a Renewable Energy Standard.  Michigan became the most recent state to set a requirement for renewable energy, calling for 10% by 2015.  You can read more about the Michigan law here. 
· 4.5 million: households worth of new wind energy generation capacity installed in the United States in 2007, the most new wind power of any country on earth in that year.  From a New York Times article on October 20, 2008.
· 5.89 billion: metric tons of CO2 released by the United States in 2006, according to the latest figures from the US Energy Information Administration.  Click here for a breakdown of national GHG emissions.    
Climate Change: By the Numbers – Cont.

· 1,170: metric tons of CO2 emitted by the University of Wisconsin’s Homecoming football game.  University professors and students worked with the athletic department to tally the carbon footprint of the game, and created the first carbon-neutral football game in the Big Ten Conference by purchasing offsets and planting trees. Read more here! 
· 0: certified emissions reduction credits (CERs) issued from Forestry projects under the Clean Development Mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol.  The CDM has generally failed in its efforts to encourage forestry offset projects, and you can learn more about the reasons why in this article from Carbon Positive.  
· 25%: proportion of wild mammal species that face extinction due to habitat loss, pollution, hunting and virulent disease.  This comprehensive study was completed by 1,700 experts in 130 countries and was published in Science magazine.  Click here for a quick recap of the study. 
Required Reading 

The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) 

A study commissioned by the EU has calculated that the annual economic costs of environmental degradation comes to a whopping total of $2-5 billion every year.  This takes into account the costs of disrupted ecological services like clean water provision and sequestration of CO2.

Dry Spring: the coming water crisis of North America
A new book by Canadian journalist Chris Wood is a cautionary tale of environmental crisis, but also a promising vision of ecosystem services markets helping to stave off a total catastrophe.  
Roots of Resilience: Growing wealth of the poor
A new report by the World Resources Institute identifies strategies for enabling rural communities to withstand the challenges posed by climate change.  The report recommends several actions to enhance well-being and stability in rural communities, most having to do with managing natural resources.  


	ClearSky Climate Solutions – 

Celebrating Our 6-Month Anniversary
Welcome to the October 2008 edition of the ClearSky Climate Solutions Newsletter.  This quarterly bulletin is designed to help keep you informed of the latest action at ClearSky as well as provide climate change news and information from the USA and around the world.  

Recent Happenings at ClearSky:

We’ve had several projects underway during the past few months, some of which include:
· working with US Senator Max Baucus (D-MT) to offset greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions related to his 2008 Senate campaign (Go, Max!).
· partnering with the Parnassus Group, a social media consulting firm, to offset the emissions from side events at the 2009 Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas, NV.
· conducting GHG assessments for a radio broadcasting company, an internet service company, and a vacation resort,  among others.  

· developing GHG reduction project opportunities in western Montana, Nicaragua, the Solomon Islands, India, and Bulgaria. 
In addition, ClearSky has hired a new business development specialist, Mike Saxton.  Read more about Mike on the last page.  

November 4th: Your chance to speak

This November 4th, you’ll have the chance to cast your vote and choose the direction of our country, your state, and your county for the next four years. 
It doesn’t matter which party you favor: Republican or Green, Democratic or Libertarian – GO VOTE! 
Climate Change in the News
Click on the headlines below to get the full story. 
Climate change and the candidates
The Pew Center on Global Climate Change has released a voter’s guide on the key policy positions of Sen. John McCain and Sen. Barack Obama with regard to climate change and energy policy.  This guide also examines their voting records and the records of their respective vice-presidential candidates.  
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Dingell – Boucher climate change bill released in the House 
In October, a new bill was introduced to the House of Representatives to control greenhouse gas emissions in the United States.  The Dingell-Boucher bill, which will be worked on and revised with the aim of introduction in early 2009, calls for an 80% reduction in GHG emissions from 2005 levels by 2050. The link above is a brief video clip from E&E TV that explains the details of the bill and thoughts on its anticipated revisions.  

Renewable energy investment stalled by credit crunch
Investment in renewable energy production might be another sector of the US economy to be hampered by the recent financial woes.  Large renewable energy projects usually require a great deal of initial investment and credit, which is less likely in times of financial uncertainty.  Combine this trend with falling prices for oil and natural gas, and renewable energy investment seems to be facing an uphill battle during the coming months.  
Green “New Deal” released by the United Nations Environment Programme
The Green Economy Initiative, proposed by the United Nations in October, is an attempt to re-structure global economies by investing in better care of global natural resources.  It is based on the following six efforts: clean energy and technology, rural energy, sustainable agriculture, ecosystem infrastructure, reduced deforestation and forest degradation, and sustainable cities.  This effort seems timely, given the concurrent crises of food, fuel, and finance affecting the globe.  

Western Climate Initiative releases final design recommendations
The WCI, a regional cap-and-trade greenhouse gas market, is scheduled to take effect in 2012 and will cover numerous sectors of the economy.  Seven US states and four Canadian provinces are partners to the agreement, with six more US states, one Canadian province, and six Mexican states participating as observers.  The WCI is unique among regional carbon markets in that it plans to incorporate GHG emissions from transport industries starting in 2015.  You can read the full recommendations learn more about the WCI by visiting: http://www.westernclimateinitiative.org/ 
Climate Change in the News – Cont.

Changing climate may spread infectious diseases
The Wildlife Conservation Society has released a new report, entitled The Deadly Dozen: Wildlife Diseases in the Age of Climate Change, which details one of the most unpredictable impacts of global climate change – how microorganisms and diseases will respond to an altered climate.  Diseases could pose harsh challenges to human and wildlife communities, and it’s worth considering some of the potential scenarios. 
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Six products, six carbon footprints
What is a carbon footprint and how is it calculated?  The Wall Street Journal took a look at this increasingly common consumer question in the October 6, 2008 issue.  The story focuses on 6 manufactured products and the manufacturers’ claims of how the carbon footprint of each product is calculated.  While the WSJ did find frustrating differences in the methods used to calculate carbon footprints, the report is illuminating and shows some of the efforts being made to assess production-related emissions. 
United Nations institutes a program on avoided deforestation
Recognizing the need to enable developing countries to protect their standing forests, the UN announced the creation of the Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) Programme in September 2008. This effort is aimed at incorporating REDD projects into the next global climate change agreement, set to take effect in 2012 after the Kyoto Protocol comes to an end.  By including REDD projects into an international agreement, developing countries could receive money for protecting and sustainably managing their forests. Nine countries have been selected for initial funding to develop mechanisms for accurately projecting GHG emissions from avoided deforestation, representing Central and South America, Africa, and Asia.   
ClearSky Corner: Getting to Know You
We’d like to introduce you to a new member of the ClearSky team:  
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Mike Saxton comes to ClearSky via our carbon calculator - literally, as he programmed the back end of our web site. As our Business Development Specialist, Mike brings a marketing background and another entrepreneurial perspective to the ClearSky team. A graduate of Colorado College with a degree in Comparative Literature, and owner and founder of BeerTrips.com, Mike is the un-scientist among us. His environmental ethic and interest in climate change stem largely from years of travel, having seen first hand the effects of deforestation, big agri-businesses, and irresponsible development and tourism. He lives in Missoula with his wife and 2 children.
Looking back

If you’d like to access any of the previous ClearSky E-Newsletters, you can find them all at our website: www.clearskyclimatesolutions.com/newsletter.html
Looking ahead
If there’s a topic or question you’d like to see us cover in one of our newsletters, just let us know!  You can reach us by email at: info@clearskyclimatesolutions.com 
Thanks for reading, and stay tuned for the next ClearSky E-Newsletter!
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